
Dear Friends in the YCW,

Greetings from the members of the Secretariat!
After the Secretariat‟s ordinary meeting, we 

send you this newsletter once again to inform 
you of our work and we hope that you can discover 

through this how the various YCW Movements in 
each continent are alive and active. You will find the 

usual sections and then some comments about the 
present activities of the life of the ICYCW. Please give it 

your special attention.

Work of the International Secretariat

☑ Secretariat Meeting

From 11th to 29th May, the Secretariat held its second ordinary meeting. During the meeting,
we reviewed the situation of the National Movements and the work accomplished by the
Coordination. In particular, we looked more deeply at the situation of the Movements in
Europe and we discussed in detail about the West Africa Sub-regional Meeting which will be
held in Togo in August 2009. We also discussed some important subjects, especially the
Election procedure for the new Secretariat members, the Structure Commission, Finances,
Publications, Representation Work, the ICYCW Web Site, and Future Plans of work with the
National Movements. We did the Review of Life with the topic, „Responsibility‟. Besides this,
we had a „Training Session‟ with Fr. Salvador Pié-Ninot, a professor of Ecclesiology at
Gregorian University who was the former European Chaplain of the IYCS, with the topic
‘A Lay Movement’. We visited the Vatican Secretariat of State to introduce all ICYCW
Secretariat members. We presented our work and talked about working in solidarity with
others in the Church.

(The next ordinary Meeting: 5th – 23rd October 2009) 

Now is the season of „the year‟ when the Church does not celebrate any
special event. A few weeks ago, the Easter season ended with the feast
of Pentecost. We entered the period of “everyday or ordinary time”.
Probably, this season of the year is more important because daily life is
what touches the life of most people and especially the life of young
workers. Daily life is that we contemplate every week when we meet to
do the Review of Life, and every time a miracle happens: we discover
that God is among us, and always accompanies us in this daily life.
That is a big reason to celebrate!



☑ Activities with the Movements
(March – October 2009)

 Africa

Benin
Participation in the National Council
in April 2009 
Participation in the Annual Training Session
in September 2009

Ethiopia
Training Session for national/diocesan leaders
and Chaplains
in June 2009

Nigeria
Preparation work for the Sub-regional Meeting
in April 2009 

Tanzania
Preparation meeting for East Africa -
Coordination Meeting
Work for economic empowerment programme
Evaluation of the previous visits
(Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania)
in June 2009 

Togo
Preparation work for the Sub-regional Meeting
in July 2009 

West Africa Sub-regional Meeting 
From 3rd to 9th August 2009 in Togo.
Participations from Benin, Côte d‟Ivoire, Mali,
Burkina-Faso, Senegal, Guinea C., Niger, 
Nigeria and Togo. 

 Asia

Philippines
Training Session for national leaders, chaplains
and adult companions 
in March and August 2009

Cambodia
Visit and Training Session for young leaders 
in September 2009

South Korea
Work for Asian communication
in August 2009
Visit and Training Session for national leaders
in September 2009

 Europe 

Italy
Participation in the National Team Meeting
in April 2009

France
Participation in the Administration Council  
in March 2009
Participation in “La jeunesse [ça] se cultive” 
(National Festival for young people)
in May 2009

Malta
International exchange between GiOC Italia 
and ZHN Malta
in July 2009 

Portugal
Participation in National Coordination Meeting  
in March 2009

Spain
Participation in „Acción + Iva‟, national 
conclusion for Action Campaign on insecure 
work
“Precariedad Laboral, ¿te parece normal?"
Participation in bilateral meeting with Portugal  
in July 2009 

Europe Commission Meeting
Meeting with the coordinating movements 
Italy, France and Malta
in Turin in June 2009

 Middle East 

Dubai
Visit and Training Session
in June 2009

 Latin America  & The Caribbean 

Dominican Republic
Visit and Training Session with the collaborator
in August 2009

West Africa Sub-regional Meeting 
(COJOCAO)

The delegates from 9 YCW Movements in
West Africa will gather in Lomé, Togo, to
participate in COJOCAO Meeting which
will be held from 3rd to 9th August 2009
wi th the theme, “Ci t i zenship and
Reducing of Poverty; Responsibility of
Young W ork e r s i n Pea c e and i n
Development in West Africa.”



☑ Training

We are dedicating this space in ICYCW-CIJOCOn Line to keep the themes that we studied during the
training sessionsat the 2008 International Council in Paris alive and fresh and to offer to the national
leaders a springboard for organising national or diocesan meetings to develop the theme further .
In this second issue we present the workshop on ñYCWRepresentation Work and links with other
Movementsò.

In order to develop new actions, to best defend the interest of their members or users, numerous
associationswork more and more in partnership. These partnerships are many and diverse: exchange of
contacts, sharing of resources or skills, setting up of projects, sharing of good practice. To develop
further and to establish new projects with young people it is important to raise the issue of working with
other associations.

Through the presentation by óBrigittede Panthouô(in charge of relations with partners from the Catholic
Delegation of the DCC Co-operation) we were able to get to know the challenges of working in
partnership and discover the conditions and ways of setting this up. It encouraged us to think of working
with other partners and to put in place suitable means of communication.

For studying the conditions and methods of putting a partnership into practice we started from the roots
of YCW experience and we analysed this text of Cardijn, the founder of the YCW.

ñAn Autonomous Movementé

So as to fulfil its objective completely the YCW must enjoy a real autonomy.
It is precisely autonomy that encourages a loyal and fruitful collaboration, not only to one or other
organisation which has objectives similar to its own but also with the combination of these organisations
and with each one of them according to its nature, purpose and methods. [é] However unity is not the
same as confusion; to distinguish is not to separate; to coordinate is not to dominate nor compromise.
[é]
The YCW brings also its loyal collaboration to the movements and organisations which at the official,
private, professional, social or cultural level are in harmony with the objectives of the YCWMovement in
itself.ò

Finally we divided into small groups so as to think about useful tools for our Movements to develop
partnerships.
The fundamental points were: to know your own Movement well (vision, purpose, actioné), to identify
projects which could be carried out in partnership, to develop the Movementôsmeans of communication
(presentation leaflet, newsletter, internet é).

The suggestions that we received to help develop useful tools for work in partnership were:

▪ Identify an internal or external problem on which it would be interesting to network.
▪ Define, in view of this whole discussion, the vision and purpose of the Movement.
▪ Identify the partners with whom you could work.
▪ Begin to draw up the lines of communication.
▪ Look at how concretely to organise the partnership.



☑ Representation Work

ʹThe group of Catholic-inspired NGOs      
‘Forum Roma’ 
Attending the Assembly 
in March and April 2009
Participation in the official presentation of   
„Forum Roma‟ to the ambassadors of the 
Holy See and the FAO
in June 2009

ʹWorld Youth Day 
(WYD)
Participation in the 
evaluation and
preparation meeting 
for WYD 2011 Madrid <with Youth Organisations>

ʹVatican Secretariat of State
Meeting to introduce the ICYCW Secretariat
members and to present our work
in May 2009

ʹThe 98th Session of the ILO Conference
Attending the ILO Conference
Meeting with „Mr. Pierre Martinot-Lagarde‟,
special adviser of the ILO
in Geneva in June 2009 

ʹYouth Employment Network
Visit to introduce the ICYCW and our work
in June 2009

ʹWorld Council of
Churches
Visit to introduce 
the ICYCW and 
our work
in June 2009

ʹPax Romana ICMICA/MIIC
Meeting with General Secretary
in June 2009

ʹPontifical Council for the Laity 
(PCL)
Meeting to present the amended Status
in July 2009

ʹWorld Movement of Christian Workers
(WMCW)
Attending the International Seminar of    
the WMCW
in Nantes in October 2009

☑ Election for the posts of International Treasurer and International Coordinator  

Please give this your attention. The mandates of Lisa Vaccarino (International Treasurer)
and Arniel M. Iway (International Coordinator) will be finished in April 2010. We have
already begun the procedure of electing candidates for these 2 posts. Only the Member
Movements of the ICYCW can present a Candidate and have the right to vote. The National
Member Movements who wish to present a candidate must send the following documents to
the International Secretariat in Rome before 7th September 2009 by post and by fax or
e-mail; 1. Candidate’s Application Form

2. The Answers to Candidate’s Presentation
3. A Letter of Presentation of the Candidate by the National Movement. 

We enclose the testimony of Lisa Vaccarino in order to help your reflection. 
(Only to Member Movements) 
Let us pray for Lisa, Arniel and all young leaders in the YCW who are reflecting on it.
If you have some questions or difficulties, please do not hesitate to contact us.

➘

ICYCW ˾ CIJOC  International  Secretariat
Via dei Barbieri 22, 00186 Roma, Italia / Tel-Fax (0039) 06 686 5259 / cijoc@tin.it
www.cijoc.org / www.icycw.org (̣You can get this information on our website!)

mailto:cijoc@tin.it
http://www.cijoc.org/
http://www.icycw.org/

