
                                                              

                                                         PAN AFRICA MEETING  
A future for the young people in Africa is dependent on the inquiries, reflections and actions of the 
young leaders today. The YCW has kept its resilience in forming and developing young leaders who 
take up the responsibility of transforming their own lives and the lives of fellow young workers. With-
out a doubt the YCW experience has built leaders whose individual and group actions have impacted 
positively in the church and society.  
 
The present situations facing young people call for deep reflections and action within the context of 
todayôs realities. Young leaders from Africa laid down strategies not only to spur development and 
extension to reach out to more young people, but also to create networks and platforms of ex-
changes. As a result, a Pan African meeting was proposed to take place bringing together young 

leaders from the 26 national movements across Africa 
for formation, exchange, and strategic planning .  
.  
 
 

 
The meeting would provide a stage for joint realization of what Africa is today and what place the young people have 
to take in it. Exchanges and trainings would provide an opportunity to unite the young leaders from different socio-
cultural, political, economic backgrounds with an aim of forging common actions for implementation at local, national, 
and regional levels. This would reinforce the contribution and responsibility of the young people in church and society.   
 
The future is always first presented as an idea but it takes people to build on it through commitment, sacrifice, and 
concrete actions. It is necessary to meet, brainstorm, and be the agents of change in the society in order to reach out 
and benefit a large number of young people and particularly those who are isolated due to the difficulties they encoun-
ter in their daily lives. 
 
ñThe best apostle for a young person is a fellow young personò (Joseph Cardijn). This is therefore a call to the young 
people in Africa and partners of the ICYCW, to take up this mission and make the Pan African meeting a reality that 
will transform lives and at the same time leave behind beautiful testimonies and lessons for future generations.  
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The ICYCW is a non-profit International Youth Organisation for the evangelisation and education of young people of the world of work recognised by the Holy See through the 
Pontifical Council for the Laity as a private international association of the faithful.  
It is as an organisation of the Church focused specifically on young people entering or experiencing the world of work/unemployment who are often oppressed, voiceless and 
at risk.  

Stop talking Act Now! 
 
23,5 %  of young Europeans are unemployed, among 
which (25 %) in France. Nearly half of young workers 
occupy precarious jobs. 14 million youth aged 15 to 29 
years in Europe, have neither job nor any training and 
are out of the school system often without any social 
protection. These figures give a scandalous reality to 
see; that is why it is urgent to act. 
 
It is in this sense that the European Youth Forum, of 
which the ICYCW is a member and the youth 
committee of the European Confederation of Trade 
Unions, organized a counter-summit on the November 
11, 12 and 13 at the European summit for youth 
employment. 
 
At the counter-summit, several National Youth Councils 
of the European Countries were present ( Belgium, 
Germany, France, Ireland, Sweden, Finland, Spain,é). 
This was the opportunity for us, to look at the state of 
the Youth in Europe and bring out common findings. 
 
The slogan was simple "Stop talking, act now! ". They 
demanded the release of 15 billion euros and the 
missing European recovery plan to create jobs 
 
The European Youth Forum is a real opportunity to 
share what everyone lives in their country. The situation 
of young people is a problem in all the European 
Countries. If we want to avoid being in competition with 
each other, we need to know and bring the aspirations 
of all to the European level. 
 
Europe was built for a better living together and 
avoiding the confrontation against one another. But we 
see that markets, finance dictate our conduct and bring 
us into competition within the same EU. We cannot 
accept. It is at the European level that we must act as 
well. The European Youth Forum, is there for that. But 
it is also the duty of YCWs of Europe to carry out a 
collective evaluation on the situation of young workers 
and act together. It is at the European level that we 
must also gain new rights for all the Young people, in 
order to avoid competition. 
 
(Gwendal Ropars - YCW France National Secretary 
for External Relations) 

ICYCW participation in EYF ICYCW participation in the  GEPO 

 
From 18 to 21 September, the GEPO (European Group Pastoral Workers), met in Man-
chester on the theme "Change to hope-The plight of migrant and other workers." 
 
Movements from different countries were represented. Philip, President of the England 
and Wales YCW and myself, Elise, the YCW France were representing the ICYCW. 
The first day of the conference, each country was able to share about its action towards 
migrants. 
 
In Germany, the YCW has made a booklet that explains the origin of the Roms, there is 
also evidence of some of them and examples of actions realized by the YCW. 
 
Lidmila of WMCW (World Movement of Christian Workers), explained that her country, the 
Czech Republic, needed immigration "the birth rate is very low, the population ages, who 
will work in the Czech Republic? Who will help to solidarity? ". 
 
Throughout the symposium, speakers came to talk about immigration, as Kathleen Walker 
Shaw, GMB European responsibility, the UK trade union did. Kathleen expressed that 
Europe had helped to create bridges between unions in different countries and social 
achievements at the national level were strengthened through Europe. 
 
She also reflected on the rise of the extreme right in several European countries and was 
concerned about the outcome of the forthcoming European elections. 
During this conference, we did not just talk! It was an opportunity for me to discover Man-
chester. And no, I have not seen the football Stadium but I visited the district of Trafford 
Park, the first industrial park in the world. 
 
The last day, was for planning action! Philip and I thought it was important that the various 
YCWs of  Europe sensitize young people to go and vote in the next European elections. 
For young migrants, all the YCW can do better, is to continue to reach and enable them to 
live the life review. 

 EDITOrial  
It was more than 50 years ago that Joseph Cardijn announced with conviction: ñA young workers is worth more 
than all the gold in the world because he/she is a son/daughter of Godò. Today the socio-political situation of soci-
ety throughout the world leads us to think that the system of work and the people who direct it proclaim rather: ñAll 
the gold in the world is worth more than the dignity of a young worker ñ. In effect the world economic crisis, corrup-
tion, conditions of work which are more and more difficult, show young people that the possibility of growth and 
development in their social and professional life is minimal. This is only possible if the network of people around us 
have a big influence on us. However the value of work has not totally disappeared because many people continue 
to proclaim a message of hope for a better future. 
 
The international institutions such as the International Labour Organisation (ILO) are campaigning for ñdecent 
workò. The concept of decent work was formulated in a three-way project of the ILO ï governments, worker organi-
sations and employers ï as a means of identifying the main priorities of the Organisation. It is founded on the idea 
that work is a source of personal dignity, of family stability, of peace in the community, of democracy and of eco-
nomic growth which increases the possibility of productive employment and the development of businesses 
(source: ILO) 
 
Pope Francis reminds us often to put the human person and work at the centre. We have to say: ñWe want a just 
system! A system which enables us all to progressò. We have to say: ñWe do not want this globalised economic 
system which is doing so much damage! ñ. Man and woman should be at the centre, as God wishes, not money! 
(Pope Francis) 
 
To be agents of this change and to build a society in which decent work is a reality, the YCW Movements in all 
continents reflect and make concrete projects to respond together to the needs of young people! 


